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5. Hughes Avenue 

 

Hughes Avenue, incorporating the lime kiln walk, is historically significant as the first 
roadways established in Darwin. During the early years of the settlement, Hughes Avenue 
and the lime kiln walk served as the main pedestrian and transport corridors between 
Goyder's Camp and the port below, and the town of Palmerston with newly established 
Government buildings on the escarpment of the plateau above. The Hughes Avenue 
alignment was used to transport goods from the jetty area to the growing city above until 
completion of the Stokes Hill jetty in 1887. The current alignment of Hughes Avenue is 
virtually identical to that established by Goyder in 1869. Beginning opposite the Courthouse 
and Police Station [now the Administrator’s offices] at the end of Smith Street, the descent 
along Hughes Avenue provides views of Government House on the hill above and vistas of 
the port and harbour below. These views provide an insight into the daily activity and vistas 
experienced by Goyder and the first Europeans who landed in Port Darwin. 
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History 
This road from the harbour foreshore up to the town was built as a track in 1869 when 
George Goyder's survey party established their camp on the foreshore and were surveying 
the town on the escarpment above and surrounding hinterland. 

Goyder, whose nickname was ‘Little Energy’1, completed an extraordinary amount of work in 
nine months. The image below is extracted from his 1870 survey plan and includes what 
became known as Hughes Avenue. 

 

Image: Heritage Branch 

 

The final edition of the Moonta Herald, produced on the ship Moonta that carried Goyder’s 
survey team, reported: 

Considerable progress has already been made in the work of the Expedition; Mr. Goyder has 
made several explorations into the interior by means of boats, and a party has been dispatched 
under Mr. Mitchell to Fred's Pass…A landing jetty has also been constructed, a large store is in 
course of erection, cargo is landed, a road to the interior commenced, and plans already made 
of the intended townships.2 

                                                
1 Powell, 1982, Far Country; pp 81-82. 
2 Moonta Herald, 24 February 1869, p 1. 
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The road had its origins in July 1869 as a track worn down the escarpment by bullocks 
pulling loads of cut grass down the hill to Goyder’s Camp. The grass was used for roofing on 
sheds in the camp. 

Dan Daly, a surveyor in the party, recorded, in 1869, that the ‘main track’ meandered up to 
the plateau while another branched off past the lime kiln to the future site of the Government 
Residence. 

The track was upgraded in 1878 and reported in these terms: 

…a substantial stone wall, with steps leading to the sands, has been constructed facing 
westward; the ground behind the wall having been filled in to the surrounding level gives about 
double the former space to the Camp. From the north end of the wall a road is now being 
formed, which will be a short cut into the centre of the occupied portion of the town; this is a 
useful and required piece of road, as it leads direct from Cook's Jetty, and will save carters and 
carriers from going the long round about road they now use…The view of the bay is grand, and 
the many shady nooks and pretty corners will make this spot a favourite resort probably, in 
time, it may be known as the Lovers' Walk. The work is being done by the Chinese relief labour, 
and reflects great credit upon those who have its direction.3  

Actually, it didn’t become known as Lovers’ Walk, but a track in close vicinity did.  

The road to Fort Hill, in front of the O.T. and B A.T. quarters4, popularly known as 'The Lover's 
Walk’ is being repaired at the expense of the Government. J. Clancy is in charge of the repair 
party, so a good job should result.5 

Clancy again effected repairs before the Wet Season of 1903.6 The track was clearly well 
used, whether by lovers or pedestrians seeking relief in the cooler areas provided by the 
foliage of trees lining the walk:  

Attention is called to a reward offered elsewhere for the return of a gold brooch lost somewhere 
on the road between the town and Fort Hill, via the "Lover's Walk."7 

The track went through the grounds of Government House and during Dr Gilruth’s tenure as 
Administrator (1911-1919), it was closed and fell into disuse.8 

                                                
3 NT Times and Gazette, 3 August 1878, p 2. 
4 The post and telegraphic office where Parliament House now stands. 
5 NT Times and Gazette, 25 January 1901, p 3. 
6 NT Times and Gazette, 27 November 1903, p 3. 
7 NT Times and Gazette, 12 February 1904, p 3 
8 Northern Territory Library. 
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Lovers’ Walk, circa 1908. Searcy Collection. 
Image: State Library of South Australia. 

Because of the close proximity of Lovers’ Walk to the road, there is often confusion and on 
occasions the road is referred to as Lovers’ Walk. This is further compounded by confusion 
between Jervois Road and Lovers’ Walk. Jervois Road, which now runs south off Kitchener 
Drive to the Deck Chair Cinema, was named after the Governor of South Australia from 
1877 until 1882 by the Northern Territory Government Resident, Edward W Price, in October 
1878.9  

The road was named Hughes Avenue in 1970 after Captain Geoffrey Wesley Hughes, 
Harbourmaster of the Port of Darwin from 1962 until his death in 1966.10  This is unusual 
because we know the road has been in use since 1869. Leaving it nameless until 1970 is 
inconsistent with other naming protocols in the town from the earliest dates of settlement. An 
axeman named G Hughes11 was aboard the Moonta on Goyder’s survey team, which gives 
rise to the possibility that the road was named after him.  Street maps from 1958 and 1967, 
however, show that the road was unnamed and appeared as an extension of Kitchener 
Drive. The 1958 map indicates that it was a one-way road down to the waterfront area from 
the Esplanade. A 1970 map designates it as Hughes Avenue12 and does not denote it as a 
one-way road. 

  

                                                
9 NT Place Names Register. 
10 NT Place Names Register. 
11 Moonta Herald, 24 February 1869, p 2. 
12 Map information thanks to the Northern Territory Library. 
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Additional Photographs 

 

View of Goyder’s Camp tents, stables from Fort Hill and showing Hughes Avenue  
and ‘lime kiln’ track, circa1870.  
Image: Heritage Assessment Report. 

 
View of Goyder’s Camp and Hughes Avenue from the Esplanade showing  
an early Government Residence, circa1870.  
Image: Heritage Assessment Report. 
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Looking over the camp area, Hughes Avenue and Kitchener Drive, from Fort Hill.  
Note Government Residence and buildings on the Esplanade, 1889.  
Image: Heritage Assessment Report. 

 
 

Undated photograph of Knight’s Folly, constructed in 188313 by John George Knight,  
between Hughes Avenue and Kitchener Drive.  
Image: State Library of South Australia Collection. 

                                                
13 Knight’s Folly burnt down in 1933. 
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